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“My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most
influential persons may surprise some readers and may be
questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was
supremely successful on both the religious and secular levels.

Nevertheless, in a scant century of fighting, these Bedouin
tribesman, inspired by the word of the prophet, had carved out an
empire stretching from the borders of India to the Atlantic Ocean, the
largest empire that the world had yet seen.

We see, then, that Arab conquests of the seventh century have
continued to play an important role in human history, down to the
present day. It is this unparalleled combination of secular and
religious influence which | feel entittes Muhammad to be considered
the most influential single figure in human history.
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